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Project Number:  CP 89 

Title: Maintaining the expertise for developing and communicating 
practical Integrated Pest Management (IPM) solutions for 
Horticulture  

Start and end dates: 1st April 2011 to 31st March 2016 

Fellow: Jude Bennison 

Industry Representative: 
 
HDC Lead: 

Horticultural Fellowship Governance Committee 
 
Jon Knight 
 

Location: ADAS 

HDC Cost:  £150,000 (total cost £250,000) 

 

 

Fellowship Background  

The fellowships are funded by the East Malling Trust (EMT), the Horticultural Development 

Company (HDC), and the Horticultural Trades Association (HTA).    The funds provide 

essential underpinning funding to UK-based applied horticultural researchers working in 

fields of study crucial to the future efficiency and competitiveness of horticultural crops grown 

in Britain.  Each fellowship focuses on training the next generation of applied researcher 

whilst delivering outputs to industry through a flexible programme of work.  The work is 

flexible so that it can respond to the skills of the individuals undergoing training and the 

needs of the industry.  Each fellowship is managed by a Steering Group, on behalf of the 

Horticultural Fellowship Governance Committee. 

 

Project Summary: 

Invertebrate pests have a significant impact on the quality and yield of high value horticultural 

crops.  UK growers face increasing pressures to reduce the use of pesticides, due to fewer 

available pesticides, regulatory and retail pressures and to the increased incidence of 

pesticide resistance. 

 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) includes cultural and biological control methods together 

with minimal use of pesticides.  The continued development of IPM is therefore crucial to 

horticulture for sustainable pest management.  The development of effective and practical 
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IPM programmes requires a combination of specialist skills and resources to address the 

technical and commercial challenges. 

 

ADAS is one of the few UK research contractors able to both deliver applied IPM research 

and communicate new technology to the industry.  However, like other contractors, ADAS 

has an ageing profile of applied entomologists; over 100 years of experience will be lost 

during the next few years. 

 

The potential benefits from this Fellowship include: 

 

• The development of two new skilled and experienced applied entomologists 

• The maintenance of expertise for IPM research and knowledge transfer within a secure 

and versatile IPM team. 

• Improving industry’s ability to capitalise on the outputs of UK and international science. 

• The provision of practical IPM solutions for selected priority pests (e.g. vine weevil, 

aphids, mites and thrips on soft fruit, hardy nursery stock, protected crops and field 

vegetables). 

• The provision of effective knowledge transfer activities to aid grower uptake of new IPM 

solutions. 

 

Aims & Objectives: 

Aim: 

To ensure that horticultural businesses benefit from the maintenance of capability for 

delivering applied research and knowledge transfer to meet the demands for continuing 

development of practical and cost-effective Integrated Pest Management strategies. 

Objectives: 

 

1. Provide mentoring of two next generation ADAS research entomologists to equip 

them with the knowledge, skills, competencies and flexibility required to develop IPM 

strategies on horticultural crops. 
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2. Deliver practical solutions to selected current and emerging pest management 

problems through specific applied research projects. 

3. Transfer knowledge and new IPM developments to the industry through a range of 

communication media. 
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Disclaimer 

 
AHDB, operating through its HDC division seeks to ensure that the information contained 
within this document is accurate at the time of printing. No warranty is given in respect 
thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused 
(including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to 
information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.  
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form (including by photocopy or 
storage in any medium by electronic means) or any copy or adaptation stored, published or 
distributed (by physical, electronic or other means) without the prior permission in writing of 
the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, other than by reproduction in an 
unmodified form for the sole purpose of use as an information resource when the Agriculture 
and Horticulture Development Board or HDC is clearly acknowledged as the source, or in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  All rights 
reserved.  
 
AHDB (logo) is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board. HDC is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board, for use by its HDC division. All other trademarks, logos and brand names contained in 
this publication are the trademarks of their respective holders.  No rights are granted without 
the prior written permission of the relevant owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information 
 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively 
contact the HDC at the address below: 
 
 
HDC 
AHDB 
Stoneleigh Park 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 2TL 
  
Tel – 0247 669 2051 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board. 
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